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”Data”
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Data is never raw,
It is always cooked
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Who is cooking 
your data and what’s the recipe?
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Paradata
= information on 

data creation, processing 
and use
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CAPTURE
CApturing Paradata for documenTing 
data creation and Use for the 
REsearch of the future (CAPTURE)

CAPTURE investigates what 
information about the creation and 
use of research data that is 
paradata) is needed and how to 
capture enough of that information 
to make the data reusable in the 
future. 

www.uu.se/en/research/capture
@CAPTURE_ERC
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There is a lot of
paradata if you just 
recognise it.
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Talking to people
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Michener, William K., James W. Brunt, John J. Helly, Thomas B. Kirchner, och Susan G. Stafford. 
”Nongeospatial Metadata for the Ecological Sciences”. Ecological Applications 7, nr 1 (1997): 330–42. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/2269427.
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Documenting enough, 
not too much.
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More documentation

More (useful) information
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Börjesson, L., Sköld, O., Friberg, Z., Löwenborg, D., Pálsson, G., & Huvila, I. (2022). Re-purposing Excavation Database 
Content as Paradata: An Explorative Analysis of Paradata Identification Challenges and Opportunities. KULA: 
Knowledge Creation, Dissemination, and Preservation Studies, 6(3), Article 3. https://doi.org/10.18357/kula.221

Data tells about itself 
– when you can read it.
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https://doi.org/10.2307/2269427
https://doi.org/10.18357/kula.221
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”even if the lack of systematicity
caused problems, its apparent 
advantages raised concerns about
whether data can be made too clean.”

Börjesson, L., Sköld, O., Friberg, Z., Löwenborg, D., Pálsson, G., & Huvila, I. (2022). Re-
purposing Excavation Database Content as Paradata: An Explorative Analysis of 
Paradata Identification Challenges and Opportunities. KULA: Knowledge Creation, 
Dissemination, and Preservation Studies, 6(3), Article 3. 
https://doi.org/10.18357/kula.221
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Leave traces
ask for early versions of data
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It’s not about having more 
data.
It’s about understanding 
datawork.
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Register by Nick Youngson CC BY-SA 3.0 Alpha Stock Images

Registered reports and 
protocols
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Data storytelling
Mosconi, G., de Carvalho, A. F. P., Syed, H. A., Randall, D., Karasti, H., & Pipek, V. 
(2023). Fostering Research Data Management in Collaborative Research 
Contexts: Lessons learnt from an ‘Embedded’ Evaluation of ‘Data Story.’ 
Computer Supported Cooperative Work (CSCW), 32(4), 911–949.

35

Open borders : the science 
and ethics of immigration 
by Bryan Caplan and Zach
Weinersmith

Data comics
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https://doi.org/10.18357/kula.221
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https://jupyter.org/assets/homepage/labpreview.webp

Digital notebooks
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Data forensics
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Photo by Elijah Hiett on Unsplash

There’s no one approach 
to cover it all
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Photo by Alina Grubnyak on Unsplash of Algo-r-(h)-i-(y)-thms, 2018. Installation view at ON AIR, Tomás 
Saraceno's solo exhibition at Palais de Tokyo, Paris, 2018.

Paradata is a meshwork.
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Data literacy
= understanding that you need 
to understand data and how it 
was made and that you can’t 
understand everything by 
yourself.
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Photo by Uriel SC on Unsplash

”Check the facts!”
”Know your data!”
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Photo by Martino Pietropoli on Unsplash

Understand the process 
è trust the process
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Photo by Torsten Dederichs on Unsplash

Courage to ask 
how the data 

was made.
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Photo by Limor Zellermayer on Unsplash

Power of dialogue:
explain things to others, ask to 
get explained 

46

This p ro ject has rece ived  fund ing  from  the  European Research Council (ERC )

under the  European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and  innova tion p rogram m e 
grant agreem ent N o 818210

Do you know how your data 
was made? You should.
Isto Huvila
Department of ALM | Uppsala University
@ihuvila(@sciences.social) | www.istohuvila.se
www.uu.se/en/research/capture | @CAPTURE_ERC

47


