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What makes archaeological 
research data (so awfully) difficult 

to preserve and make available?
Isto Huvila

Dept of ALM | Uppsala University
@ihuvila | www.istohuvila.se Archaeological Information in the Digital Society

http://www.abm.uu.se/research/Ongoing+Research+Projects/ARKDIS/

www.arkwork.eu | #costarkwork
Digital Curation Centre Digital Curation Life-cycle Model

Digital Curation Centre Digital Curation Life-cycle Model

Huvila, I (2018) I. Ecology of archaeological information work In Huvila (ed.) Archeology and 
archaeological information work in the digital society. London: Routledge.
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Huvila, I (2018) I. Ecology of archaeological information work In Huvila (ed.) Archeology and 
archaeological information work in the digital society. London: Routledge.

Based on figure published in Huvila, I. Ecological framework of information interactions and 
information infrastructures. Journal of Information Science, 2009, 35(6), 695-708 

McKemmish, S. (2001). Placing records continuum theory and practice. Archival Science, 1(4), 333-359.
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Archaeological information 
work is a social enterprise.

Huvila, I.
'If we just knew who should do it', or the social 
organization of the archiving of archaeology in 
Sweden
Information Research, 2016, 21(2)

…but archaeological 
information management 
does not really account for 
this.

Huvila, I.
'If we just knew who should do it', or the social 
organization of the archiving of archaeology in 
Sweden
Information Research, 2016, 21(2)
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Why data is so 
difficult?

http://dro.dur.ac.uk/3693/2/SupplementaryTables.xls

There is very little data 
(no I’m not joking)

Huvila, I. Awkwardness of becoming a boundary 
object: Mangle and materialities of reports, 
documentation data and the archaeological work
The Information Society, 2016, 32(4), 280-297

Data and reports as 
boundary objects.

Boundary objects are abstract or 
physical artefacts that reside in 
the interfaces between
organisations or groups of people
and have the capacity to bridge 
perceptual and practical 
differences among communities
and facilitate cooperation by 
emerging mutual understanding.
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Star, S. L. This is Not a Boundary Object: Reflections on the Origin of a Concept. Science, 
Technology & Human Values, 2010, 35, 601-617 . 

Generation of
residual

categories

BOs

Standardization

Disclosure.
Hekman, S. 2010. The material of 
knowledge : feminist disclosures. 
Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press. 

Interviews with and 
observations of 
archaeologists working in 
Sweden.

Reports

1. Everyone knows that they are 
there

2. Legal requirement
3. Capability to accommodate 

different uses
4. The authoritative first-hand 

document
5. Material ‘outcome’
6. Accessibility of paper reports

1. Timeliness of reporting
2. Usefulness?
3. Written for whom, 

diversification of stakeholder 
groups

4. Difficult to understand
5. How should a report be 

written?

Data

1. Importance (to keep everything)
2. Re-usability
3. Control function
4. Evidence

1. Persistence?
2. Accessibility
3. Lack of definitions
4. Heterogeneity
5. Lack of stakeholders
6. Lack of demand (for data)
7. Existence of a report

Making data to 
become a thing for all 
relevant parties.
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Archaeologicality of the 
data is sometimes 
problematic.

Huvila, I. Archaeology of no names? The social 
productivity of anonymity in the archaeological 
information process. ephemera, 2017, 17(2), 351-376 

Idea by Ben Gallagher

New Year’s resolutions

1)Eat grass
2)…
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